DUE DATE
MARG

Grade 8 Book Report

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Reflect on the following activities and prepare three of them.

ACTIVITY ONE: COLOR AND POETRY

Choose a significant or memorable day from your life and create a collage which
focuses on colors to reflect the events, your feelings, and emotions.

Then write a free verse poem which explains and describes your collage.
Choose a theme that is featured in the novel such as FRIENDSHIP, LOVE,
RELATIONSHIPS, FAMILY, OR DEATH.

ACTIVITY 2: VISUAL REPRESENTATION
Use a quote from the novel (examples provided) and interpret it creatively from the
image in your mind’s eye onto paper. Then, write a description of your picture.

QUOTES from The Book Thief

‘I travelled the globe as always, handing souls to the conveyer belt of eternity.”
(Death, p23)

‘I do not carry a sickle or scythe. | only wear a hooded black robe when it's cold.

And | don’t have those skull-like facial features you seem to enjoy pinning on me from a
distance.” (Death, p329)

“‘Five hundred souls. | carried them in my fingers like suitcases. Or I'd throw them over
my shoulder.” (Death, p359)

“This time, his voice like a fist, freshly banged on the table. (p136)

“The soft spoken words fell off the side of the bed, emptying onto the floor like powder.
(p67)

“‘Everything was so desperately noisy in the dark when he was alone. Each time he
moved, there was the sound of a crease. He felt like a man in a paper suit.”

(p152)

“When the train pulled into the Bahnhof in Munich, the passengers slid out as if from a
torn package. (p25)

ACTIVITY 3: A JOURNEY

Plan and conduct an interview with someone about a journey they have completed.
Then, write this up as either a report or a biographical narrative.

OR

Write a creative story about someone’s life changing journey.

ACTIVITY 4: BOOK REVIEW
Wrrite a book review of The Book Thief for publication in the West Australian
Newspaper, the school newspaper, or a journal of teenage fiction.



ACTIVITY 5: STORYBOARD

Imagine that your job is to write a proposal to a film company who is interested in
turning The Book Thief either into a major film or a miniseries on TV.

First, write your proposal. You will need to give your reasons as to why you think this
novel would translate well into film, why you think people would want to either pay to
see it at the movies or watch it on TV.

Second, chose a scene from the novel and make notes regarding the important details.

Third, prepare a storyboard to illustrate how you think one scene could be adapted for
film.

ACTIVITY 6: OBITUARY
Choose a major character from the novel. Compile a detailed character profile of him or
her, their life and their achievements.

Write an Obituary for your chosen character. Make sure you include information such
as:

Place of birth

Age

Survivors

Biographical details

Comment on their strength of character and personality
Community service

Organizations/memberships



Scoring Rubric: Poetry

Name Date
4 3 2 1
Organization The form of the poem The form of the poem The form of the poem The form of the poem
and Overall is appropriate to the is appropriate to the should be more appro- | is not appropriate to
Impact subject. The poem en- subject. The poem en- priate to the subject. the subject. The poem

ables the reader to see,
hear, feel, or think
about the subject in a
new way or in a more
potent way than ever
before.

ables the reader to see,
hear, feel, or think
about the subject.

The poem enables the
reader to see, hear, feel,
or think about the sub-
ject, but this is accom-
plished through
clichés, wornout im-
ages, or other pre-
dictable choices.

does not enable the
reader to see, hear, feel,
or think about the
subject.

Elements of
Poetry

Sensory details and fig-
urative language create
vivid images that con-
tribute significantly to
the meaning of the
poem; sound devices,
such as rhyme, allitera-
tion, or onomatopoeia,
are used effectively
and contribute to the
meaning of the poem.
Waord choice is vivid
and exact throughout.

Sensory details and fig-

urative language con-
tribute to the meaning

of the poem; sound de-

vices, such as rhyme,
alliteration, or ono-
matopoeia, also add to
the meaning of the
poem. Most word
choices are precise.

Sensory details and fig
urative language may
be overused, under-
used, or inappropriate
to the subject; sound
devices, such as rhyme,
alliteration, or ono-
matopoeia, may be
overused or under-
used, or they may fail
to add to the meaning
of the poem. Word
choices may be vague.
repetitive, or imprecise.

There is no use—or
consistently confusing
or inappropriate use—
of sensory details, figu-
rative language, or
sound devices. Words
may be misused or
unclear.

Grammar, Usage,
Mechanics, and

There are few or no
errors in mechanics,

There are some errors
in mechanics. usage,

The poem is difficult to
understand at times be-

The poem is consis-
tently difficult to un-

Spelling usage, grammar, of grammar, or spelling. cause of errors in me- derstand because of
spelling. chanics, usage. gram- errors in mechanics,
mar, or spelling. usage, grammar, or
spelling.
Comments

© Prentice-Hall, inc.




Below Basic (D)

Visual Presentation Rubric

Basic (C)

Good (B)

Excellent (A)

Eye Contact

engage the audience,
doesn’t not speak
clearly and reads
directly from slides or
notes

engage the audience or
speaks in a low voice
and reads from slides or
directly from notes

Organization Presentation is not Presentation may not Presentation is Presentation is
sequential or logical be sequential or logical | sequential, logical and | sequential, logical and
and it may be hard for | but the audience audience understand effectively conveys the
the audience to understands the the purpose meaning and purpose to
understand the purpose | purpose the audience

Knowledge Presenters have only a | Presenters show a basic | Presenters demonstrate | Presenters demonstrate
basic understanding of | understanding of the a firm grasp of the an in-depth
the content and donot | content but do not content and generalize | understanding of the
develop reasonable develop reasonable reasonable conclusions | content and provide
conclusions conclusions valid and/or reasonable

conclusions

Graphics — Many graphics and The audience can Most graphics and Graphics and content

Clarity content are too small or | identify graphics and content are clear from are easily viewed and
unclear from the content when pointed the audience seating identified from the
audience seating out audience seating

Graphics- Graphics do not Most graphics relate to | All graphics and All graphics are related

Relevance directly relate to the the topic and content are related to to the topic and make it
topic OR detract from presentation the topic and most easier to understand the
the presentation make it easier to presentation and

understand the support the presenters
presentation conclusions

Speaking Skills, | Presenter does not Presenter does not Presenter engages the Presenter engages the

audience. speaks
clearly, makes eye
contact often, but relies
on slides or notes

audience, speaks
clearly, makes frequent
eye contact and does
not read from slides or
notes

Visual Product

The presentation is not
engaging or effective
or does not make use of
available technology
effectively and has
errors or bugs that
detract from its
effectivencss

The presentation may
not be engaging or
effective but utilizes
available technology
but has errors or bugs
that detract from its
effectiveness

The presentation is
engaging, effective,
utilizes available
technology effectively
but may have errors or
bugs that detract from
its effectiveness

The presentation is
engaging, effective,
utilizes available
technology effectively
and is free of errors /
bugs

Resource Page,
Works Cited

The document does not
demonstrate adequate
research, all resources
are electronic, some of
which may be
unreliable and has not
been formatted in MLA
format

The document does not
demonstrate adequate
research. relies heavily
on electronic resources,
some of which may be
unreliable and has been
formatted in MLA
format

The document reflects
adequate research (print
and electronic) but
relies heavily on
electronic resources,
some of which may be
unreliable and has

been formatted in MLA
format

The document reflects
wide ranging research
(print and electronic),
show use of reliable
resources and has been
formatted in ML A
format and may be
annotated




Rubric for Interview

Page 1 of 2

When trying to figure out appropriate questions to ask an interviewee
follow this guideline. First, get the facts. Next, ask your interviewee to
clarify what has been said. (What do you mean by...?) Then the
interviewer is supposed to verify information given, provide any follow-
up questions, and provide closure to the discussion.

Rubric for Interview
Elements 4 3 2 1
Questions Prepares and Prepares and Prepares and Questions and
asks relevant asks largely asks question their delivery
questions that relevant that demonstrate | indicate little
are aptly questions that a minimal preparation and
informed by the | demonstrate an | understanding of | attention to
historical context | understanding, if | the historical historical context,
and the subject's | not mastery, of context, and the | and the subjects’
potential the historical subjects’ misunderstanding
misunderstanding | context and the | potential or biases.
or biases. subject’s misunderstanding
potential or biases.
misunderstanding
or biases.
Subject Selects subjects | Selects subjects | Selects subjects | Selects
Selection whose whose whose inappropriate
perspectives are | perspectives are | perspectives may | subjects or
likely to be likely to be be more similar reduces
different. different. than different; or | interviews to a
whose interviews | level that renders
are written as if | different
they are similar. | perspectives as
similar.
Listening Demonstrates Demonstrates Gives little Gives little or no
Skills / careful listening | attentiveness by | evidence of evidence of
Follow-up by interjecting interjecting careful listening | listening;
Questions effective follow follow-up by largely marches through
up questions to questions to ignoring prepared
significant responses that potentially questions without
responses. may have greater | relevant regard to
Effectively elicits | significance, if responses and responses. Does
relevant pursued. May moving on to the | not elicit
elaboration of elicit some next prepared elaborated
answers. relevant question. Elicits responses.
elaboration of little elaboration.
answers.
Tone Uses language Uses language Uses language Uses language
that conveys that, for the most | that is deficient in | that
maturity, part, conveys one or all of the characteristically
sensitivity, and maturity, following demonstrates
respect. sensitivity, and qualities: little maturity,
respect. maturity, sensitivity, and
sensitivity, and respect.
respect.

http://urbachc.org/urb multi interview htm

1/22/2013



Rubric for Interview

Page 2 of 2

Notes Makes careful Makes useful Makes few or Makes careless
notes of notes of the careless notes. or no notes.
interview. interview.

Purpose Demonstrates Demonstrates, Suggests a weak | Suggests little or
clear but less understanding of | no understanding
understanding of | consistently, the |the interview’s of the interview’s
interview’s interview’s purpose through | purpose through
purpose through | purpose through | inclusion of inclusion of
selection of detail | selection of detail | irrelevancies, or | irrelevancies, or
included in final included in the details that details too
written draft. final written draft. | distract fromthe |inadequate or

subject’s distracting to
perspective. establish a
perspective.

Conventions | Presents the Presents the Presents the Presents the
written interview | written interview | written interview | written interview
in the appropriate | in the appropriate | in the appropriate |in an
format, format, with a format but one unconventional or
demonstrating minimum of that includes sloppy format
mastery of grammatical or distracting errors | with errors of
grammar, usage, | usage errors. of grammar or grammar or
and conventions. usage. usage that

impede
understanding.
Resource:

http://urbachc.org/urb_multi_interview.htm

1/22/2013
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Event Proposal Template

[reason for the proposal letter]

To,

[name of the sponsor to whom the proposal is being submitted]

[proposed date of the event in dd/mm/yy format]

Event outline:

[name of the event]

[topic on which the event is based]

[estimated duration of the event]

List of activities Budget

[Activities taking place in the event] [Allocation of budget to each activity]
Total: [total cost]
Signature:

[President of the event management committee]

More templates at - Sampletemplates.org
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